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b 1817 

Mr. HOBSON changed his vote from 
‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’ 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated for: 
Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 

686, I was on official business outside the na-
tional Capitol region in my capacity as Chair-
man of the Veterans Affairs Committee. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, I will be nec-
essarily absent from voting today as I will be 
on official business in my district, hosting a 
Cabinet Secretary. 

Had I been present to vote, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’ on the amendment offered by 
Representatives LEWIS, WELCH and WELLER to 
prevent CMS from making deep cuts in hos-
pital payments for one year. 

As a former Board Member of Planned Par-
enthood Los Angeles, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ 
on Representative PENCE’s amendment to pro-
hibit funds for Planned Parenthood. 

I would have also voted for the bill’s final 
passage. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 3074, TRANSPORTATION, 
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2008 

Ms. SLAUGHTER, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110–242) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 558) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3074) 
making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Transportation, and Housing 
and Urban Development, and related 

agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2008, and for other purposes, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 2116 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that my 
name be removed as a cosponsor of 
H.R. 2116, the Freight Rail Infrastruc-
ture Capacity Expansion Act of 2007. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ELLISON). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Oregon? 

There was no objection. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
my good friend the majority leader for 
the purpose of inquiring about next 
week’s schedule. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

On Monday, the House will meet at 
10:30 a.m. for morning business and 
noon for legislative business, with 
votes rolled until 6:30 p.m. In addition 
to several bills under suspension of the 
rules, and a list of these bills, of 
course, will be announced by the end of 
the week, we expect to begin consider-
ation of the fiscal year 2008 Transpor-
tation-HUD appropriations bill. 

Let me reiterate that because that 
will require a vote on the rule, there 
will be a substantive, and perhaps more 
substantive, votes on Monday. So 
Members cannot be assured that there 
will not be controversies on the floor 
on Monday night. Usually we do only 
suspension bills. 

On Tuesday, the House will meet at 9 
a.m. for morning-hour business and 10 
a.m. for legislative business. On 
Wednesday and Thursday, the House 
will meet at 10 a.m. On Friday, the 
House will meet at 9 a.m. In addition 
to completing consideration of the 
Transportation-HUD bill, we have one 
additional fiscal year 2008 appropria-
tions bill, the Commerce-Justice- 
Science, as well as the farm program 
reauthorization. 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for that information. 

I notice there is no listing at this 
point of an Iraq bill on next week’s 
schedule. I also notice that FISA mod-
ernization has not been scheduled. I 
wonder if the gentleman has any infor-
mation about the potential for either 
of those two issues to be on the sched-
ule for next week. 

Mr. HOYER. FISA legislation, as the 
gentleman knows, is being worked on 
by the Intelligence Committee now. I 
don’t have a specific answer for you. I 
am hopeful that we will perhaps be able 
to address some very important issues 
before we leave here. 

On the other, I think it is possible 
that we will have some legislation 

dealing with Iraq, but that decision has 
not been made. Obviously, there is still 
ongoing discussion both in the Senate 
and in this body on that subject. But 
whether there will be legislation next 
week is still in discussion. 

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman 
for that and, of course, just to ask 
when that decision is made, the 
quicker we could be told what that de-
cision is and get a sense of the schedule 
on that issue, the better. 

Also, I have one question the gen-
tleman might have information on. In 
the conference on the 9/11 bill earlier 
this week, it appeared that the protec-
tion that the House had added for li-
ability in what was called the John 
Doe action, where if you suggest some-
one you think is pursuing a dangerous 
course of action, you turn them in, 
then you are personally held liable, we 
had some protections added to our bill 
on that. I am told that the chairman of 
the conference, a member of the other 
body, has now said that he believes 
those protections would be germane, 
and if they are germane, we would hope 
that we would continue to see an argu-
ment in favor of that. But I wonder if 
the leader has any information on that. 

Mr. HOYER. I tell my friend that I do 
not have any immediate information 
on that particular issue. I know the 
issue, but where it is, I am not sure. So 
I don’t have specific information on 
that. 

Mr. BLUNT. Let me ask one other 
question about conferences, and that 
would be unless this proceeds into 
another area. 

Mr. HOYER. I can say with respect to 
conferences, we have every intent of 
doing the 9/11 conference, as the gen-
tleman knows, and passing that before 
we leave for the August break. 

Mr. BLUNT. I would ask on con-
ferences, in a press report this week 
there was a suggestion, as a matter of 
fact, I think it was today, that the eth-
ics bill might come to the House under 
an extraordinary procedure that didn’t 
actually involve a conference. I think 
the House changed its rules this year 
to be much more stringent on requiring 
a conference, and I am wondering if 
that report has any merit to it that the 
gentleman would be aware of. 

Mr. HOYER. I understand press re-
ports, but there is no decision that has 
been made on that. 

Mr. BLUNT. I just would suggest to 
the gentleman that we have changed 
the rules in a way that, while that par-
ticular messaging between the two 
Houses has seldom been used, I think it 
is even harder to do in light of the 
House rules changes, and we would 
hope that these bills are done in con-
ference and, of course, hope they are 
done in conference in accordance with 
the rules that this Congress has pro-
posed for conferences. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, will my 
friend yield? 

Mr. BLUNT. I would. 
Mr. HOYER. We are very, very hope-

ful that the lobbying disclosure con-
ference can proceed. As the gentleman 
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